
April 13, 2015 
Things Unseen 

Most of our world is unseen by us. It’s there, but we just don’t see it. We don’t even 
think about it until something breaks. Even then, it’s a mystery to the point where we 
generally rely on those with the ‘skills and expertise’ to fix whatever it was that 
broke.  And then, when we don’t see evidence of a problem, we go back to not even 
thinking about it.  

Typical house has: plumbing with lots of underground lines to and from the house; 
Electrical wiring which we only see the switches or outlets; a roof which we don’t 
even think about unless it starts leaking; ductwork that is a maze we don’t even want 
to think about; and don’t get me started on the furnace/heating/cooling apparatus!  

We see our walls, we can lock our doors and we feel safe until something breaks 
and then we feel vulnerable because we can’t fix it ourselves and we have to rely on 
‘repairmen’ and hope we are not getting ripped off. We always suspect we are being 
overcharged, regardless, but we want it to work and we don’t want to feel vulnerable 
or uncomfortable again. We want to go back to our “everything is okay” life. We 
expect things to work. 

Our cars are something even more mysterious. We turn the key and it starts—or 
locks, or unlocks…and we go where we want and expect to get home via the same 
vehicle. But then there’s tires, brakes, electrical systems, the motor itself, brake 
lines, and of course the windows, the body work and the upholstery… we do our 
best and some of us limp along in less than safe vehicles because, well, we have no 
choice.  

But even those driving rust buckets have gotten used to the rattles, the odd smell of 
something burning, and the “personality” of our vehicles.  I myself, have driven my 
share and then some of ‘temperamental’ toads on the road.  

We know it’s not perfect and if we could afford to fix it or buy better, we would.  

Pretty much the same thing with our government, legal and service agencies. We 
expect that they will work. We expect that if something breaks, the government will, 
in the interest of keeping us safe, fix it.  Most of it is a mystery to us. Only when it is 
revealed in scandals do we get to examine the pipes and wiring, conduits and 
ductworks by which everything seems to flow and be connected.  

Only when we have the walls temporarily opened up do we glimpse the whole other 
world behind what we thought was just a wall in the house, not only what is broken, 
but also what is corroded, and could possibly be affected say, if that waterline 
breaks and leaks onto that electrical outlet. Or if that furnace motor runs too hot 
because the filter, which was the wrong size, never properly fit and was filthy, 
catches fire… and if not, we can at least see how much dirt and dust and filth has 
been blowing through our ductwork, out our vents and into the babies’ room… we 
get alarmed.  
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We get warnings that something is amiss. We smell a bad small, hear a noise, or get 
water dripping down from our ceilings and walls or the plumbing backs up and we 
can’t flush… we get warnings.  

We expect that the house or car would have been built right to begin with. We 
expect that repairs fix the problem, not just tape over them and wait for it to happen 
again and again. We wouldn’t live like that and expect to feel secure.  

We’ve been getting warnings about ACF at the Federal level and even more 
warnings about DCF/CPS at every state level, for decades now… children, we are 
told “fell through the cracks” when we hear outrageous stories about how reports of 
violence and abuse towards this child or that one, led to their horrifying torment and 
death.  

“Cracks”? We’d expect those ‘cracks’ to be sealed up and for no other child to be 
falling through those same cracks ever again… but they do. And we are told that 
“lessons have been learned” and that the cracks are repaired… but they aren’t. They 
never are.  Those responsible are never held accountable. Those at the ground level 
often are fired or transferred and the same events repeat themselves and multiply.  

What if you caught your repairman knocking more holes in your roof? What if you 
found out that their boss ordered them to not fix the leaks but to make more? What if 
that is how that company made money? Lots and lots of money. The more leaks, the 
more calls the more money and you HAD to pay? What if that practice was the way 
every roofing company conducted itself? After all, it has ‘Roofing’ in the business 
name so it has to know what it is doing, right?  

What if you called the police and the police said that they were doing their job and 
you had to be patient?  How long would you live in that house? How long would that 
house stand?  

If a repairman came to our house and fixed our leaking roof, and the next rain it 
leaked worse and in more places, we’d be furious. Apparently, not so when it comes 
to our children, the most vulnerable among us, when they are in the system.  

The system has no intention of protecting children. There are good people in the 
system who are determined to protect and help the children, but they are not the 
ones running the system and they are not the ones allowed to do the work.   

The system is there to protect itself and to do that, it has, while calling itself by some 
child-friendly title or name, actively works at not protecting children, but to create 
more and more victims of children because the more children in the system the more 
money they made.  

Things Seen 

The children are dying of the same ‘mistakes’ and “falling through the same cracks” 
as all the children who were raped, tortured, abused and murdered before them.  
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Why? Because the same people running the same disastrous illogical policies are in 
power, pulling all the political levers and making sure that it gets worse and worse.  
The worse it gets, the more money they make, the more political power they gain 
(they lobby like crazy), the more control over the system they get. 

“Innocents Lost” a series by the Miami Herald last year revealed scandal upon 
scandal of children being forced to stay in the worst possible homes despite better 
homes, safer homes being an option. Those children investigated by the Miami 
Herald in that groundbreaking series all died. Each death more horrific in torment 
and torture than the one before it.  

Where George Sheldon, who was Director of Florida’s DCF in 2009, counted as 
number of children who died on his watch as 69, a number which was greater than 
the sum total of all other 49 States combined, it turns out that the real number was 
much higher. More than 200 children died that year, under his watch.  He later said 
he knew nothing about it.  

He was the head of that agency and he knew nothing and that is supposed to 
absolve him of any accountability, which it pretty much did. In fact, it got him a plum 
job as Undersecretary at the ACF, hand-picked by Marrianne McMullen, the Agency 
head, a political appointee whose only qualification for that job was that she was 
once a Foster Mom. No other educational qualifications whatsoever.   

When the Miami Herald series broke, Sheldon’s successor as head of Florida’s 
DCF, who vowed to make changes which to him meant not changing anything “stay 
the course” as he put it, abruptly bailed on his agency (got another cushy politically 
appointed job so he wouldn’t miss a paycheck) which prompted, George Sheldon to 
abruptly end his career at the ACF because he had a sudden impulse to run for 
State Attorney General of Florida. You know, that would be the guy who could 
decide which cases got investigated and which were round-filed.  

He lost to Pam Biondi. I have no idea if she has investigated any of the scandals at 
DCF in Florida, but I know that George Sheldon would have buried as much shit as 
possible in the same ways he hid the real numbers of children who died on his watch 
in 2009. 

At any rate, nothing in Florida’s DCF has changed. More children still being placed 
or forced to home with their tormentors, torturers and rapists… and guess what? 
More children are dying in the exact same ways as the hundreds before them died 
over the past years.   

One case stand out because it so well illustrates the ‘worst practices’ philosophy of 
that agency, and you can be sure, every agency that uses the same ‘guidelines’ set 
out by Casey Family Programs or any of their look-alikes, all of which say that 
children must not be removed from their abusers because “removing a child from 
their abuser causes more trauma. “ 
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Let that sink in for a moment. Rescuing a child from their rapist is bad. Leaving a 
child with their rapist, or the person that beats them, burns them or is incapable of 
caring for them, is better for the child? That is their philosophy. That is their practice. 

In fact, children who have been rescued by relatives or by Foster homes that 
protected and helped them to begin healing, were often snatched out of those safe 
havens and placed again with their tormentors, rapists, torturers… and ended up 
dead… again, again, again, and again. 

One case, where a ‘social worker’ placed a child and kept a child in a dangerous 
home in 2013, turns out that the ‘social worker’, Shani Smith, didn’t have the proper 
credentials to be a social worker.  You’d think she would be fired, right? No, no, no! 
Well, not until March of 2015, when she was still not credentialed, still working for 
the same agency as a Social Worker, she got caught falsifying reports and the only 
reason she got caught was because another child died.   

LOCAL10 has the story. It appears to be based on an investigation by the Sun 
Sentinel.  (I would hope that law enforcement would investigate, but typically, they 
won’t unless a newspaper shames them into it first. Eventually they do get involved. 
News Media can’t ‘arrest’ anyone, afterall.)  She was only investigated after the child 
died even though she never had credentials and it was known she didn’t have them. 
Only then was she arrested and only after she was arrested did she ‘resign’.  That’s 
right, they still did not fire her. They say they fired her but she was allowed to resign. 
So, which is it?  

So, who’s accountable for hiring her and keeping her on? How many more Shani 
Smiths are working in that agency? How many more children are at risk? How many 
have died? How many more will?  

I use this case (and check additional links at the end of this posting) to illustrate how 
low caliber is the mentality directing not only the Florida DCF, but every State’s 
DCF/CPS where identical horror stories can be found if anyone cares to look.  That 
same low caliber, fix nothing, make it worse philosophy is what got George Sheldon 
hand-picked by Marrianne McMullen at the top Federal Level.   

George Sheldon, along with McMullen and her minions such as Murray and 
Kennerson, have relentlessly harassed and tormented Thomas Sullivan, Director of 
Div VIII, because he dares to file Mandated reports of rampant abuse and corruption 
in the system that oversees Spirit Lake Nation in North Dakota.  

Back, years ago, when he filed his first Mandated Report, wheels started turning to 
silence him, discredit him, torment and thwart his efforts to reform the system, or 
even to make those in charge of the system abide by the current laws that are 
supposed to protect the children.  
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In one meeting, November of 2013, Mr. Kenneth Martin of the BIA became very 
agitated and claimed that Thomas Sullivan was a proven liar and that he was fired 
for his reports at the ACF.  

The fact was that Mr. Sullivan was not, and as yet has not, been fired. When 
pressed for facts to back up his statement Kenneth Martin in an email said that he 
‘misspoke’.  

Note: The highlighting and underlining in that document are mine. The bolding is 
not.  

That right there shows you that the ACF is coordinating their attacks on the only man 
in the ACF who dares to report child abuse of Indian Children, with agents of the BIA 
which is supposed to be the Federal Arm of Law Enforcement in Indian Country.   

That means that not only is the roof leaking, but that it’s also gotten into the electrical 
circuits. When you read further into the email (go back to the top) you see that not 
only was the BIA coordinating attacks on Thomas Sullivan with the ACF’s Director, 
Marrianne McMullen, but also invited in Timothy Purdon who was the USAG in North 
Dakota, and he has recently abruptly resigned after a Congressional Hearing seared 
him, but did not punish him for his corruption and breach of trust, in order to pursue 
the even more lucrative practice of protecting and defending the most corrupt in 
Indian Country outright. He’s going National!  

That means that all this crap that is falling apart in our “house” is also in the 
ductwork and we are breathing in that crap every time they pat themselves on the 
back saying they are ‘improving lives in Indian Country”… we must wonder whose 
lives? It’s certainly not the children!   

All the while, these people at the top of the ACF, BIA, FBI, DoJ are all pounding 
more and more holes in our roof, causing more leaks, more mold, more despair, 
more dysfunction and more crime and violence. It’s how they get more money and 
gain more power.  

Purdon, btw, is not alone. Several USAGs have moved quickly from Federally 
protecting the most corrupt into private practice that caters especially to the corrupt 
in Indian Country. It’s very, very lucrative. Sky’s the limit. Our tax dollars working 
against us and against those children.  

We would not accept this kind of destruction upon our homes. Why do we accept it 
upon our children? It’s not just children on reservations that are living in nightmares. 
As you can see, the experiment in Indian Country has proven so lucrative, it’s being 
practiced in every state. Nowhere is it more in view than in Florida, where no matter 
how many times the scandals break, those who run the system are never 
accountable. The worst they get is another politically appointed job at tax-payer 
expense. Most become more and more politically powerful and well-connected.  
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Once in a Blue Moon an unqualified social worker takes the fall, but it never goes up 
the ladder another rung. They always have one or more “lowlings” to throw to the 
masses should a scandal break.  A bone tossed to the media dogs to quiet them 
down.  

…And then it happens again.  

Meanwhile, Marrianne McMullen and her Merry Men spend more effort in thwarting 
investigations than ever they have in investigating a single Mandated Report. That’s 
right: Not a single Mandated Report that was filed years ago, has ever, once, been 
investigated.  

They’ve all been dismissed by a woman whose only qualification is her political 
connections and she was once a foster mom, her minions, and the BIA which openly 
proclaimed that Sullivan was a proven liar, but then had to backtrack because there 
was not a single fact to support that statement, and a now former USAG who 
claimed all the Reports had been investigated and found to be false… and then 
another child listed in those reports was killed at the hands of her abuser.  He gets to 
move on to even more lucrative private practice defending the scum cakes that 
made it all possible.  

They’re pounding on our roof, but they aren’t fixing it and we’re not buying it.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

MORE LINKS: 

Florida story: 
 

Emilio Benitez is the president of ChildNet, which helps DCF with 
"community based care" in both Broward and Palm Beach Counties. He 
said during the hearing that from every tragedy "we learn something" that 
makes the system better. Sen. Thad Altman agreed.   
 
"A new era of child protection has begun," Sobel said early last year, in a 
move to "overhaul" the child welfare system in Florida.  
 
Since her remarks, there have been more deaths of children with a history 
of abuse. Earlier this year, there was the death of 5-year-old Phoebe, after 
her abusive dad threw her over a bridge in St. Petersburg, police said. 
 

Note: “Child Net” implies “child safety net” the same way “Casey Family Programs” 
sounds like it’s good for families. These are privatized organizations/corporations 
that are heavily if not solely government subsidized which means that they are 
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getting millions of dollars that should be going directly to the agencies themselves to 
help children and Foster Programs. It’s a way of siphoning off millions away from 
protecting children while claiming to be protecting children.  
 
The result is the same. More children raped, abused, tortured and murdered. More 
money spent, problem continues with exact same practices and policies. I included 
the links to Benitez and Community Based care so you can see how slick they 
present themselves.  Yet, the proof of their failures is there for all to see if you 
understand what you are learning every time a scandal breaks about one child’s 
murder in the system. Know there are always more and more and more that are not 
covered. Tip of the iceberg.  
 
Interesting also in that article is that the DCF points fingers at the Tribe. No one at 
the tribe is held accountable and no one at the top of DCF is held accountable. Yet 
together, they make the abuse possible and they make rescue impossible.  
 
If you report them, say to the FBI or the BIA or the ACF… what do you think 
happens? Never mind, we’ve already seen what happens… and is still happening.  
 

ALSO READ the Comments:  

 Gems such as this nugget:  

Comment: charlie_oscar • 3 days ago 
Let's back up a few years - Miami US Attorney Dexter W. Lehtinen 
becomes house council to the tribes... At least 2 more Miami AUSA's would 
follow. 
 
Both Miccasouki and Seminole. Since then, it has been "hands off all crimes 
Indian" (money laundering, tax evasion, fraud, embezzlement) - Nothing less 
than Mafia 1.0 Unbridled corruption and payola golden parachutes for the 
Miami AUSA office. If the feds are running interference for the tribe - how can 
DCF have any capacity to even investigate? Just look at DUI manslaughter 
cases - Troopers had nothing less than obstruction from every angle trying to 
bring the tribe members to justice. 
 

You see? We’re  not the only one (by a long shot) that is seeing the web of 
corruption at the Federal/State/Tribal levels.  

 

 

 

 


